[Magnitude of mortality from cervical cancer in the Brazilian Northeast and socioeconomic factors].
To analyze the time trend of cervical cancer mortality based on adjusted or unadjusted mortality data and to investigate the association between these data and socioeconomic indicators in women aged 20 years or older in the Brazilian Northeast (in capitals and non-capital cities) during the period from 1996 to 2005. All deaths from cervical cancer recorded in the Brazilian Health Ministry's Mortality Data System (SIM) were included in the study. Also included were the cervical cancer deaths identified after the adjustment process. Simple linear regression was used to analyze the time trends for mortality and their correlations (Pearson) with selected socioeconomic indicators. The highest mortality coefficients with unadjusted data were observed in capitals and the lowest were observed in non-capital cities. Conversely, the highest mortality coefficients with adjusted data were observed in non-capital cities. Similarly, the lowest unadjusted mortality rates were observed in the states with the most poverty, illiteracy, fertility, and child mortality, whereas the highest unadjusted mortality rates were observed in the regions with the best social indicators. Adjusted mortality rates showed a negative association with the indicators describing better living conditions, and a positive association with the indicators describing worse living conditions. The use of unadjusted mortality data may lead to underestimation of cervical cancer rates and compromise the interpretations of comparative analyses of the magnitude, distribution, and factors associated with this disease. The magnitude of cervical cancer should be reassessed at least in the Brazilian Northeast. However, the findings show that positive results have been obtained with early detection efforts in Brazil.